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During heat stress, blood flow is reduced to the
intestines and chance of acidosis increased
Intestinal wall is more permeable – pathogens are
absorbed easily into the bloodstream

Offer shaded areas
Handle calves first thing in the morning or last
thing at night (e.g. vaccination, disbudding)
Increase air flow and exchange (but still avoid
drafts) e.g. fans or tubes
Elevating hutches on one side can decrease internal
temperature and increase ventilation
Reduce stocking density in group housing 

Leaky gut syndrome

Prevention is key 
We often consider the effects of hot weather on
dairy cows, but how often do we think about the
effects of heat stress on calves?
The ‘thermoneutral zone’ is the temperature range in
which a calf can maintain its core body temperature.
The upper critical limit is 25⁰C, but calves start to feel
the effects of heat stress over 20⁰C, exacerbated by
humid conditions.
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Keeping Calves
Cool 
Vet Lottie Birchall

We hope you are making the most of the weather! For further information on any of our articles, please
feel free to get in touch with one of the team.

Welcome to Blackdown Farm Vets summer Newsletter! 

Dates for the diary... Honiton Show - Thursday 4th August 
23rd September - Milksure Training 
5th October -  Southwest Dairy Show,
Bath and West Showground
18th November - Red Tractor Medicines
Course

We are attending our first
Honiton show! Come and find
us on stand 134 for a little
something to eat and a chat!

Appearing sluggish - slow to drink/ respond
Skin tent when pinched
Panting/ rapid breathing 

Energy for growth and immune development is
instead used to cool down – sweating, increased
respiratory rate, panting, and drinking excessively.
Milk intakes and dry matter intakes will decrease,
leading to reduced weight gain, and a higher chance
of dehydration and scours.

When calves breathe rapidly/ pant to try and cool
themselves down, the carbon dioxide concentration
in the blood decreases, which increases the pH. 
This causes an electrolyte imbalance, which is
aggravated by sweating and increased urination.
This can cause severe dehydration.

Early signs of heat stress

Reduced growth rates

Dehydration

Reduce the fly population (stressful for calves) –
clean equipment, clean and dry bedding
ALWAYS ensure clean water is available 
Intakes should be promoted as much as possible
Increase feed frequency of milk/MR – provides
more energy to support growth and performance,
as well as thermoregulation
Fresh starter feed that is clean and dry 
Calves already dehydrated due to scours are likely
to become severely dehydrated more quickly when
the weather is hot 
Scouring/dehydrated calves must be given oral
electrolyte solutions AND normal milk feeds 

1.

2.



We are pleased to confirm our
recently established freeze
branding service. We are now
taking bookings and have a
freeze branding day coming up
soon.

For more information, please
get in touch with one of the
Blackdown team.

Increasing the number of off-spring of a
particularly good animal (Either through flushing
a cow or IVF).

Embryo transfer (ET) is the implantation of an
embryo collected from one cow, into the uterus of
another, with the intent to establish a pregnancy.

It is similar in technique to artificial insemination
(AI). Embryos too are stored in straws in liquid
nitrogen. They are thawed, and using a transfer gun,
carefully passed through the cervix, and deposited in
one horn of the uterus. ET is carried out on farm,
requires the recipient cow to be scanned prior to
implantation and an epidural to be given. Embryos are
implanted 7 days after a natural heat or synch
programme.

Embryos vary hugely in price, with basic repeat
breeder eggs to get cattle back in milk (E.g., Holstein x
Angus) costing around £50-60, all the way through to
pedigree Holstein embryos of around £1000 and
everything in between. 

ET became a commercial reality in cattle thanks to
work at Cambridge University in the 1970s. ET then
really took off in North America, becoming routine
practice in cattle production, and is increasingly being
used in this country. The main reasons for the use of
ET are:
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Bringing in a new line of genetics with a minimum risk
of bringing in disease (e.g., TB is not spread through
ET).
As a tool for treating repeat breeder cows.

Poor uterine environment - preventing effective
conception.
Obstructed oviducts
Poor quality eggs - Fail to fertilise or do not survive to
implantation. Caused by externals factors such as:
Negative energy balance.
Poor nutrition 
Heat stress. 

Repeat breeders are defined as animals that are sub-fertile,
i.e., an animal with no infection or anatomical abnormality
but require three or more services to become pregnant.
These animals have poor fertilisation rates and/or early
embryonic losses due to:

1.

2.
3.

These animals are a problem due to wasted semen, AI
labour costs, longer calving intervals and replacement
costs. In the U.K. about 10% of animals are repeat breeders
(in Spain and the USA this figure is about 25% of the
national herd). 

A study in the USA discovered that using ET on repeat
breeder cows could increase the conception rate from
about 20% with AI to 40% in ET treated cows. This
improvement was due to a combination of the high quality
of embryos being used, the removal of the risk of poor AI
technique/timing, and the removal of the risk of poor
quality eggs. 

Following the completion of our Embryo storage
facilities in the near future, we will be able to
offer Embryo transfer. For more information,
please speak to Vet Tom, visit us at one of the
forthcoming shows or call the office

New Services...

Freeze Branding  

Embryo Transfer 

Embryo transfer
service for repeat
breeder cattle 
Vet Tom Laycock

Take the stress out
of disbudding!
We are able to knock
down calves on
farm, disbud and
check for
supernumery teats!



Many of you met final year vet student Lily Collier
while she was on placement with us. As vets, we were
extremely grateful to the farmers that helped us when
we were students and gave up their time to help teach
us. Lily has given us and readers a little insight into
her life as a vet student…

As a vet student, I had to complete 38 weeks of
placement on top of the 5 years of teaching at university.
This is split into preclinical and clinical placements.
Preclinical is aimed at getting experience in general
husbandry and management of different animals.
Clinical placements are based in vet practice and is split
between small animal, equine and farm animal practice-
regardless of the type of vet you may want to be.

Reduce culling rate due to fertility.
Prolong lifetime performance.

With the cost of rearing replacements increasing all the
time and losing cattle to causes other than fertility also
being a constant battle, ET may be a viable option to
improve fertility for a herd’s repeat breeders.
Particularly in high yielding cows, it could be a cost-
beneficial way to:
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Generate a valuable calf (Especially when combined
with genetic testing of resultant calves and
subsequent sire selection). 

It should be stated that ET should not be considered as
anything more than a course of action to improve
pregnancy rate. A livestock farmer’s priority should be
making sure nutrition and labour are well organised
prior to and after calving, which in turn will help to
optimise egg quality, uterine health, and herd fertility
rates.

Please speak to Tom if this is something you may
be interested in as we feel ET can be of benefit to
to your herd.

Embryo Transfer Service for repeat breeder cattle continued... 

Life as a vet student

Vet Student Lily Collier

Due to the large numbers of students, we get very limited
practical teaching at university and therefore these
weeks of placement are invaluable to us. We are always
very grateful to you as farmers for your patience when
allowing us to get stuck in and have a go when on your
farm. For example, all of our practical scanning practice
is learnt on placement. The more practical experience
we gain the easier it will be for us to transition to
working life as a Vet.

I have always wanted to be a farm vet - therefore I have
completed a lot of my placement weeks this year with the
vets at Blackdown. They have taught me a huge amount
and have always been my biggest cheerleaders!

Surrey Vet school Farm Animal club are currently
looking for details of farms that would be happy to
have vet students, to go on their internal database – if
this is something you would like to get involved with,
please contact hello@blackdownfarm.vet



Make sure you pick the right ram to use as a teaser –
rams need to be fit with plenty of libido, good teeth
and no history of lameness. Shearlings are a good
choice. Ram lambs are a little too immature to have a
good enough libido. If you use one, only put him with
experienced ewes.
Give yourself enough time between doing the
vasectomy operation and needing to use the teaser. 8
weeks will give plenty of time to heal and make sure
that the ram is infertile.
If possible, make sure the ewes are completely
isolated (more than a mile away) from the sight or
smell of rams for six weeks or so prior to introducing
the teaser. Teasers will still have an effect if this is not
done, or done for a shorter period, but studies say that
results are best after separation.
On day 0 introduce the teaser at a ratio of 1 teaser ram
to between 50 and 100 ewes
On day 14 replace the teaser ram with a fertile ram at a
ratio of 1 ram to 20-30 ewes

To make sure your teaser ram has the desired
effect:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Best results are usually obtained with teaser rams when
they are put in at the very beginning of the breeding
season (this will vary quite a lot with breed), ie when the
ewes are just starting to cycle. Teaser rams from breeds
which are early breeders eg Dorsets or Suffolks will be the
most active at the crucial time, therefore they can be a
better choice. Most ewes will be served at either 18 or 25
days after the teaser is first introduced.

Lambs born closer together are more convenient to deal
with when timing vaccinations, worming or coccidiosis
treatments. Bringing lambing forward by a week or two
can also be useful to help get the best prices at the other
end.

If you would like your ewes to lamb in a compact period
of time, or a bit earlier, there are two
ways to go about it. The first uses artificial hormones
(‘sponges’, or the new sheep ‘CIDR’s), the second also
uses hormones, but this time those of a teaser ram
alongside your ewes’ own! Which route you choose to go
down will depend on you and your flock.

Hormone protocols
Progesterone devices can be used to bring the breeding
season forward or just to shorten lambing time. We
recommend CIDR Ovis, which is inserted into the vagina
and then removed at 12 days, in most cases alongside an
injection of another hormone, PMSG.
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Ram Fertility Testing
If you would like to check that your rams are up to the
job before use, we can carry out a ram MOT, including
a full semen examination, in the weeks before he goes
in. If he isn’t any good, the best time to find out is
before he’s gone in with the ewes! Ram fertility testing
works best when the ram is coming into his breeding
season (often it isn’t possible to get a sample when it is
carried out too early). It’s relatively quick and we can do
it on farm (Electricity is needed for the microscope).

Shortening the
lambing period
Vet Lucy Morgan

The majority of ewes will come into oestrus 1-2 days after
removal. Rams should be introduced at a ratio of 1 ram to
10 ewes. Speak to us for more information on this,
specific to your flock. It is important to follow the
protocol correctly.

Using a teaser ram
Teaser rams can be very useful additions to your flock.
Turning a ram or shearling into a teaser
involves a vasectomy. This involves cutting and tying off
the vas deferens, which is the tube
which carries the sperm from the testicles to the penis.
The rams still produce plenty of testosterone (they still
have their testicles) and behave in the same way as a
normal entire ram.

CIDR OVIS - pack of 20
Special offer with free
applicator available
please call the office or
ask your vet for more
information.

Special offer



Lameness is still the highest priority welfare concern for
dairy cattle in the UK, and claw horn lesions (sole ulcers,
sole bruising, white line disease and toe necrosis) are
major causes of lameness in most herds.  The Healthy
Feet Programme identifies a number of success factors
targeted at preventing these lesions developing (low
forces on the feet through good cow comfort and cow
flow, good hoof shape and horn quality), but what do you
do when an animal develops a lesion?

Table 1 (below): The cure rates of different
treatments applied to cows with claw horn lesion,
35 days post treatment (Thomas et al, 2015)

The Importance of Early Detection
Early detection is important in all cases of lameness,
with mobility scoring a particularly useful tool to identify
lame cows, but especially with claw horn lesions. This is
because once the damage becomes severe, significant
inflammation occurs through the soft tissues of the foot
and the pedal bone. This damage is often irreversible
and can lead to repeated or chronic bone change and
lameness, even though it may appear that the external
horn has healed.

Prompt, Effective
Treatment
Claw horn lesions should
be treated promptly to
maximise treatment
success rates and prevent
chronic lesions developing
(for example, treating a
sole bruise before it
becomes an ulcer).

There has been lots of research done to assess the best
methods to treat these cases, and the overwhelming
consensus is that therapeutic trimming alone is
insufficient. The use of blocks to take the weight off the
affected claw and allow healing is vital. In addition,
using anti-inflammatory drugs such as Ketoprofen
(Ketofen) has a big impact in preventing long term bone
damage within the foot – see the Table for findings from
a University of Nottingham study (Thomas et al., 2015).
These anti-inflammatories will also reduce the pain
associated with the lesion, and although they may seem
like a cost, they will pay off in the long run with benefits
to welfare, fertility and culling rates. 

Above: Cross section of the hind claw of an adult
dairy cow with large quantities of new bone on the
distal phalanx (X-ray computed tomography. This
could be extremely painful for the cow.
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Claw Horn Lesions –
What can we do
about them? 
Vet Sam Bowker

Non Healing Claw Lesions – The Last Resort
Sadly, there will be cases when treatment is not
effective, and chronic, non-healing lesions develop. In
this scenario, there are only 2 viable options. The first is
culling, and often this will be the best option for the cow.
However, for some cows, a digit amputation can be very
successful as a salvage procedure.

Above: Cross section of claw of an adult dairy cow -
normal distal phalanx (X-ray computed tomography



With appropriate candidate selection, amputation of the
digit provides pain relief, improved welfare, improved
production and maintenance of weight and can prolong
the life of a cow significantly. This procedure is likely
under-utilised and while requiring careful management,
especially post-operation, can be very rewarding.

Success story !!
This cow was on the barren list due to severe toe
necrosis in her left, front foot shortly into her second
lactation. As she was a young cow that the client
wanted to keep for breeding purposes, they gave
their first ever claw amputation on  farm a go. 

That was 2 years ago - she has calved twice to sexed
semen and given over 20,000 litres since the
operation. Currently in her fourth lactation, our
client is very happy with the results,  and has just
served her again. She is an otherwise very healthy,
happy cow.
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If lameness or claw horn lesions are a significant
problem in your herd, do get in touch – Sam is
completing the Mobility Mentor training and keen to
help with preventing and reducing lameness on
farm.
When treating claw horn lesions, use blocks and
anti-inflammatories.
For non-healing, chronic lesions, consider digit
amputation as a salvage procedure.

Take Home

Digit amputation is a surgical procedure where the claw
with the lesion is removed and the cow is left with one
healthy claw – in the vast majority of cases, these cows
are able to walk well. 

Infectious eye
diseases in cattle and
sheep 
Vet Lottie Birchall

Infectious Keratoconjunctivitis (IKC) or ‘New
Forest Eye’/ ‘Pink Eye’
“Infectious keratoconjunctivitis” is the most common
eye disease seen in both cattle (New Forest eye) and
sheep (Pink eye). Highly contagious and very painful
for affected animals; it causes decreased growth rates,
poor eyesight, can predispose to other diseases and
causes poor welfare. 

Tear staining on face
Avoiding bright light
Runny eyes with red and inflamed conjunctiva 
Cloudiness and ulceration of the cornea 

Clinical signs (In Cattle and Sheep):

Mainly seen in summer months. 
Causes decreased feed intakes and therefore
decreased growth rates. 
Main risk factors: Head fly population, UV light, dust
and pasture/feeding conditions.
Main causes: The bacteria Moraxella bovis, although
Chlamydia species can cause more persistent cases. 
Affects all ages. Younger animals are more
susceptible, and signs tend to be more severe - often
with significant reduction in live weight gain. 

Cattle

Below: left foreleg
showing site of
claw amputation

Above: Patient has
maintained good posture and
condition

Fly control is paramount (spot-
on or fly tags) to reduce spread
as well as keeping cattle away
from fly “hotspots” (under
trees, areas where muck has
built up etc.).
Reduce disease: Ensure
animals have plenty of feed
space.



Large, dark patch in the middle of
an ulcer: Abnormal. This is the last
layer of the cornea (Surface of eye)
and if it breaks, the liquid inside
the eyeball can leak out, the eye
collapse and irreparable damage
occur. 

Vetericyn Livestock Eye Care – cleans and protects
the eye. Apply twice a day
Eye ointment (cloxacillin) in early cases and to help
with ulceration
Subconjunctival/ systemic antibiotic injections,
Oxytetracycline is usually recommended

Third eyelid flaps or suturing together of eyelids - to
protect the eye whilst the ulcer heals.
Removal of the eyeball - the eye can rupture, and
then must be removed for welfare reasons.

Treatment
Early treatment is essential for success. Affected animals
should be isolated from the group where possible to
reduce spread. Treatment choices include:

More severe cases may require: Eye partially or fully closed
Watery and reddened eye.
Eye looks cloudy
The internal, front chamber of the eye is affected
rather than the surface, therefore this disease
lacks the same conjunctivitis and corneal ulcers
seen with IKC.

Found in mouldy silage or bedding
Silage or straw scratch the eye, allowing the
bacteria in

More common in winter months.
Round bale silage/ round feeders as animals stick
head further in to bale

Anterior Uveitis/Iritis or ‘Silage Eye’ 
Also common in cattle and sheep, making it important
to know which disease you are dealing with when
considering how to treat eye disease.

Clinical Signs similar to New Forest Eye/Pink
Eye:

Usually caused by the bacteria Listeria
monocytogenes:

Risk factors:

Treatment slightly different: 
Subconjunctival antibiotic injections combined with
steroid (Can cause abortion if pregnant)

With eyes , if in any doubt – ring us on 01404
819150 for support.

Environmental risk factors: strong winds, or in dusty
environments
Main causes are bacterial - Chlamydia psittaci or
Mycoplasma conjunctivae
Carrier animals may reside in flock and can be
bought in
Close contact at feed troughs allows disease to spread
quickly. Limit spread by giving adequate feed space
(45cm/head at trough, 15cm/head at ring feeder)
Reduce stocking density and good ventilation
important 
Provide shelter when out

Sheep

Is the treatment working or is the condition
getting worse? A couple of tips:

Thick red line/ band around the
edge of the eye ball: Normal.
Indicates there is an issue, but
blood vessels should grow into the
cornea to help heal an injury. They
only grow 1mm a day so they will
be obvious during healing.

Newsletter
S U M M E R  2 0 2 2

Progression through Teamwork

Infectious eye diseases in cattle and sheep continued...

Pink eye can cause blindness making it hard for
ewe to find feed
Metabolic disorders, loss of BCS and low
colostrum/milk yields can occur
Leads to death of ewes, lamb losses, poor weight
gain

Prompt treatment is especially important in
ewes in late pregnancy:

If you're unsure, you can always call or even email us
a picture.



When choosing a bull, you shouldn’t compromise high
heritable traits by trying to achieve the effects of low
heritable traits. For example, you shouldn’t use a bull that
has -200Kg milk yield but that’s + 15 fertility index when
there is a bull available at + 200Kg milk yield and +8
fertility index. You will do more damage to the milk yield
than you can benefit with fertility. Milk yield has a
heritability of 55% whereas fertility is only 3%. 

A good general rule is to aim to improve a few traits
while maintaining others. 
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To make the most of sire selection, it is beneficial to know
the Dams own genomic proof. You wouldn’t use a bull
without a proof so why would you not look for this data in
the cow you will breed it with? By genomic testing your own
cattle, you are adding in data directly about the genes
themselves and can therefore make more informed
decisions. 

What criteria do you look for when choosing a bull? A
proof catalogue can appear black and white, in terms of
how the traits of a bull will influence your herd, but is
this the case? Profitable lifetime Index (PLI) is a very
good place to start but what is actually important to your
herd and how will this be affected?

The value of the trait for the individual bull is based on
their genetic evaluation and is an estimate of the
genetics it will transmit to its offspring. The reliability of
this value is improved via information gained as more
daughters of a bull come into production. With every
proof run on a bull, the information available is more
reliable.

Sire selection and
heritability of traits 
Vet Nikki Hinman

Table: Current UK dairy trait heritability estimates 
(Adapted from AHDB and Holstein International)

A genomic proof is 66% accurate whereas a parent
average is only 33% - so you are doubling the
information available to you when deciding what heifers
to rear and what to breed your herd too. For example, a
parent average on twins would be identical but on
genomic proof, they can vary hugely (e.g. PLI can vary
by 45% in some cases). Genomics allow you to learn as
much about a heifer at a week old as looking at data on a
cow in her third lactation.

An animal will only ever meet its genetic potential
in the right environment. It is important to
remember that even the best breeding will never
replace good management.

For more information on genomics and what
Blackdown can offer, please contact one of
the team.

It tells the breeder how much confidence to place in
the phenotypic performance of an animal when
choosing parents of the next generation. Every trait
has a different heritability, the higher the heritability,
the faster the genetic progress in that trait. Production
traits tend to have high to moderate heritability while
health traits often have low heritability.

Heritability is the degree to which an animal can
influence the performance of its progeny.



Current testing policy explained
The majority of testing is still done using the ‘Single
intradermal comparative cervical tuberculin test’
(SICCT, the normal TB skin test). Although it has a poor
reputation for accuracy, this test is actually a good
indicator of whether TB is present at a HERD level
(which is how it was originally designed). 

On an INDIVIDUAL level, it has a very high ‘specificity’
– if an animal tests positive there is a 99.98% chance
that it has TB. Unfortunately it’s ‘sensitivity’ is not so
great, i.e. animals which do have TB can easily be
missed, this figure is around 1 in 5 at standard
interpretation. The idea of ‘False Positive’ animals
(from the skin test) is really a bit of a myth. It is likely
that a true figure for the number of false positive
reactors is around 1 in 5,000. Animals reported as
having ‘No Visible Lesions’ are likely to be infected, but
have not had the disease for long enough for lesions to
be clearly visible by the naked eye. Catching these
animals early is a good thing, before they go on to infect
the rest of the herd.

The interferon gamma blood test which has been used a
lot recently (part of the governments new policy) is not
perfect either. It will pick up more TB than the skin test
– it only misses 1 in 10 animals rather than 1 in 5. BUT,
of those animals, around 1 in 30 may actually be a true
false positive. 
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In very recent years there has been a lot of research on
making the use of a cattle TB vaccine a feasible
option. The vaccine itself actually exists (the BCG,
many of us had it when we were at school). The
problem lies with the fact that we don’t currently have
a test which can distinguish between vaccinated and
TB positive animals. Trials are currently underway
developing a ‘DIVA’ test which will be able to tell the
difference (those of you who vaccinate with IBR
marker live, we are currently already doing this for
this disease). The government would like to see cattle
being vaccinated for TB by 2025/6. The vaccine would
not be a cure all, but it could be a help.

‘It’s only a matter of time before I get it’ is an expression
I’ve heard frequently when testing TB free herds. TB is a
constant threat to us all, and those herds who have, or
have had, TB, have sadly had to become experts at
factoring the disease into the running of their
businesses. 

It's easy to feel helpless in the face of this disease which
has so much impact on our lives, but which feels so far
out of our control. However, increasing evidence is
pointing towards the fact that, actually, there ARE things
we can do. 

Knowledge is (a little bit of!)
Power when Dealing with
Bovine TB

Vet Lucy
Morgan

If your herd has been in existence for 6 years or
longer and has been TB free for 6 years
If you have achieved CHECS TB accredited level 1 or
above (speak to us for more info on that). 

So, what is the current situation nationally?
In 2013 the government introduced its new 25 year
strategy for controlling TB. Its aim is to eradicate bovine
TB in England by 2038. Strategies to achieve this were
named as stricter cattle measures, badger culling and
badger vaccination. To implement this the country was
split into the high risk area, the edge area and the low
risk area (no prizes for guessing which one we are in!). 

In July 2021, six-monthly testing was implemented. The
only exceptions to these are:

1.

2.

From this year no new badger cull licenses will be
granted except where badgers have been proven to be
the cause. Evidence from the 4 year badger culls in
Gloucester and Somerset found 66% and 37% reductions
in bovine TB respectively.
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Dealing with Bovine TB continued...

Inconclusive animals which have gone clear are risky
animals to keep. Studies in Ireland have found that
resolved IRs are 12 times more likely to be a reactor at a
subsequent test. Our advice, therefore, is that once they
have gone clear it’s safer if we don’t see them at the next
test! Current regulations state that these have to go direct
to slaughter.

New TB breakdowns with several reactors are usually re-
interpreted by Defra at severe interpretation. We know it
can feel like a huge blow to have yet more animals taken
when you’re just about getting your head around the
original reactors going. Although it seems harsh, the idea
behind this is so that infected animals are removed from
the herd before they spread the disease to any more
animals (bear in mind the high number of false
negatives we see at standard interpretation). The overall
aim is that the herd gets TB clear as quickly as possible.

Adequate testing (mostly out of our control, but you
can use it to your advantage – see IR message above) 
Reducing cattle to cattle spread (a good way to think
of this one is to remember that TB is a very similar
organism to Johnes, measures which control Johnes
will also help with TB, as will measures which
control pneumonia)
Controlling badger to cattle spread. There ARE ways
which this can be done which do not involve
spending a fortune. Research into potential badger
entry points and badger hotspots can help us create a
plan.

How can I increase my chances of a clear TB test?
There ARE things you can do to make a difference on
your farm.

There are three main aspects to this:

1.

2.

3.

Please speak to us if you would like any more
information on any of the above. Defra is currently
funding free visits to help with TB control. Lottie and
Lucy are trained to deliver these visits.

With Calciject unavailable nationally due to a major
supply issue, it is worth considering the options
available when providing calcium preventatively or
treating suspected hypocalcaemia (Milk fever). 

For the treatment of Milk fever, the aim is to provide the
cow with both a readily available form of calcium and a
longer lasting source that will help her own ability to
mobilise the calcium from her bones. Injectable calcium
cannot be used as a preventative treatment for milk fever
as it suppresses the cows ability to regulate her own
calcium reserves.

There are a range of options available under
prescription from your vet, that are especially effective
in combination:

Calcibel: 
An alternative injectable to treat milk fever. Calcibel
must be injected into the vein (IV). This should then be
followed with a bolus or drench for a more sustained
release. Nb. It contains less calcium than Calciject 5.

Treatment of milk fever: They can be given 2-3
hours after an IV injection when the cows head is
raised and swallowing.

Prevention of milk fever: one given 6-8 hours pre-
calving and another 12 hours later. 

bolus administered orally at the first sign of calving and
one post calving. If necessary, a further bolus may be
given 12-15 hours later. 

Selekt Calcivit Drench: 
An oral solution in an easy to drench bottle, it contains a
high level of the two sources of calcium, one rapidly
absorbed and the other with a long-lasting effect.

Selekt Fresh Cow
Administered using the selekt
pump within 6 hours of calving.
This sachet contains rapidly
absorbed calcium and can help
to prevent hypocalcaemia. 

Calcium: Current
options
Practice Manager and (SQP)
Fo Jones

Prevention of milk fever: One 

Bovikalc Bolus: 
These contain calcium chloride
(acts within 30 minutes) and
Calcium Sulphate (Has a long-term
resorption, allowing a sustained
improvement). 



CIDR OVIS - Special offer with free
applicator available. Please call the office or
ask your vet for more information.

In June we were thrilled when Audrey joined the team. Audrey has over 20 years experience
as a veterinary receptionist and indeed many of you will know her well.
Audrey has lived in East Devon all of her life. Originally from a dairy farming background,
Audrey now has sheep, goats, a multitude of poultry and 4 dogs including new springer puppy
Jake!
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Progression through Teamwork

Enzovax & Toxovax
Remember to put in your order to
ensure supply. Ewes must be
vaccinated at least one month
before the rams go in. Toxovax is
made to order on certain dates
and must be used within one week
of the scheduled delivery date.

Contact us:
Office:
01404 819150
hello@blackdownfarm.vet
www.blackdownfarm.vet
@blackdownfarmvets

Welcome to Blackdown!

Medication updates

Out of stock
Calcibel - LOW stock
Alamycin La 100ml – out of stock
Engemycin 10% 100ml -  only available in
250ml
Calciject 5 400ml – hopefully mid August
Lambivac - Long term out of stock
Footvax - 50ml no date, 250ml expected July
Rispoval intranasal single dose -  available
mid august

We are very conscious as a team of the cost pressures throughout the economy and see every day within our
business, and are acutely aware and understand the challenges that our clients are facing. We work, and will
continue to work with our suppliers to negotiate and purchase the best quality and competitively priced products
available, ensuring continuity of supply for the animals under our care. Collectively we have looked at the business
to understand what we can do to manage these costs and this includes how we coordinate some of our work. Within
the business we have received overhead cost increases alongside fuel and travel. I can confirm that as a business we
will retain our Service costs as set in October 2021 for the immediate period.

Business Update

Paul Neilson BA, FCA, Director
 Email: pauln@blackdownfarm.vet

Fiona Jones RAMA (SQP), Practice
Manager
Email: foj@blackdownfarm.vet

Veterinary Surgeons:
Lucy Morgan 
Email: lucym@blackdownfarm.vet
 Phone number: 07770985103

Tom Laycock  
Email: toml@blackdownfarm.vet
 Phone number: 07813926649

William Goulden 
Email: willg@blackdownfarm.vet
 Phone number: 07867726861

Samuel Bowker
Email: samb@blackdownfarm.vet
 Phone number: 07807865583

Charlotte Birchall 
Email: lottieb@blackdownfarm.vet
 Phone number: 07724008312

Nicola Hinman 
Email: nikkih@blackdownfarm.vet
 Phone number: 07950403869

Business Director Paul Neilson

Practice Manager and
RAMA/ SQP Fo Jones

Receptionist Audrey Dicks
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